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This message is digitally signed.
Classificati .
‘ For the Commitiee:

1) "White Paper” on'press-guidance (OPA, OGC; DI, NE)

**We've already spoken to OPA who will be coording with the WH as well

2) Paper-on motivations:for Gmenﬁﬁﬁlue«'r_iﬁ_l'eﬂoe:(OS}\f) .

3) Contact State Leg| Affairs for questions.on document destruction at-consutate (OCA)

For DCIA:

1) Cable(s) to Iwamlng of protesls linked to the film.and response (NE)

2) Cable(s) to stations on 9111 security (DS;NCS}"

Please send Committee responss to OCAfur7th ﬂoarword
Please send DCIA responses: to ODCIA.

Thank youl ‘ .

\ A e
I(Mcﬂ%%faﬁ%a! Affairs.
Secure: T
Opsen:

Cla-ssiﬁcaﬁon.
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Date: 0914720 m—_,

Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS-— Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper'for HPSCI Per DCIA Request

Classification “CONFBDENTIAL—

Good point that it could be interpreted this way — perliaps better stated thai-we know they participated in
the protests. We do-not know:who was responsible for the deaths.

L (/8 o774 ]
Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis
secure:
open:
[ ~ B | Classification CONFIBENTIAL-Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:16:33 PM
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Date: 09/14/2012 03:18 PM i
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS - Re: Fw: FLASH ‘coordination — whilte paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification: CONFIDENTiAL—



CONFL :

Good question - ¥l defer tod).g'iven the CT angle.
{(Added in OGC and OPA as well.as.FY1).

Second tick says we know extremists with ties fo AQ participated in the attack, which implies complicity in
the deaths of the American officers, Do we know this?

| NS |  Classification " CONFIDENTTACClassified By: 2. 09/14/2012 02:52:57 PM

From: NS |
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1 N [ Stephen W. Preston/STF/AGENCY@WMA
Date: 091142012 02:52 PM v
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS - Ra: Fw: FLASH.coordination-— white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification-GONFDENTAL—

Second tick says we krow extremists with ties to AQ participsted in the attack, which implies complicity in
the deaths.of the American officers. Do we know this?

! rAE ] Classification CONFIDENTIAT Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012-02:39:49 PM
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Date: 09/14/2012 02:35 PM- P ——
‘Subject: Looping ODNCS —'Re::Fw: FLASH coordination' —white paper forHPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification CONFIDENTHAL—



El,fi ,l' NE coords on the below paper, to 'inélude the earlieredits.

We have looped in ODNCS and others.to ensure everyone has a chance to review given the
urgency at which this-is.being requested. ; '

For ODNCS - at this moming HPSCI coffee with DCIA,-HPSCI members:eagerly sought some
sort of “white paper” they could use to reply to numerous miediz requests asking for comments
on other inflammatory press articles regarding the Benghazi attacks.

HPSCI has asked for unclassified points immediately that they can.use in Lalking to the media. | have
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
topics, NE will add material about wamnings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as wellas -
material on wamings we issued prior to 9/11 anniversary. Pleass take a quick look to see ifyou believe
that this is A ) accurate and B) unclass. g

For C?Msgaf,ed that | send this to you and anybody you think needs.to see in OGC to
make sure that nothing we are-sayinghere is likely to impact any polential future legal prosecution .

Thanks

‘ E . [

®  We belleve based on.cumrently available iriformation that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests.at the US Embassy in.Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subseguently its annex. This assessment may.change as additional information is
coffected and analyzed and cumrently-available informalion continugés fo be evaluated.

®  7he crowd almost certaiiily was a mix of individuals from across many seciors of Libyan sociely . That
being said, ‘'we do.know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida participated in the attack.

_ & Initial press reporting linked the aitack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group fias since refeased a statement
that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of ils members were
involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s facebook page aims lo spread sharis.in Libya and emphasizes the need.
for fihad to counter what it views as false interprelations of Islem, according fo an open.source study.

®  The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya aimost certainly contributed io the
lethajity. of the attacks. .

®  SinceApni; there have.been st least five otfier attdcks agairist.forsign iterests in Benghazi by
unidentified assailants, including.the Jene atiack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule-out that individuals had.previously surveilied the US facilities ,-also contributing to the
efficacy of the altacks: :

o  We are workingwith Libyan authorities and intelfigence partners in an effort to-help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

| 7% o7 4 | Classification: CONFIDENTHAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 02:27:18 PM

From: [ <z o4 |

e
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To: [ = |

Data: 09/14/2012 02:27 PM

Subject: Fw; FLASH coordination —~ white paper for HPSCI
Classification—CONFIBENHAL— ~ = ¥
Sorry, sent to the-wrong D

(‘-.f’ o7/

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis
secure:
open:

—— Forwarded by CrA 74 lori 00H4/201202:27. PM —

From: l_ C/A CT4 ] —
To: A=

Date: Lommﬂm‘m ]
Subject: __ Fw: FLLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI
‘Classification . -CONFDENHAL

| didn't ask NE/INT.. Just CTC/INT.
Please see the one suggested addition from ‘0OGC.
Let me know if you need anythingelse.. Also, please be sure that DI FO gets.a copy.

[ r4 o744 ]
Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

secure:

open:

— Forwarded by| 14 o7 bn 091141201212:47 PM—
' From: | M OE < |

‘Tor I L1 27 I

Cc:

CTC, 06 LE




Date: - 09/1412012-12:23 PM" i J
Subject: -Re: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCl
Classification: CONFIDENTIAE— - .

hil__g[{]-i‘ve consulted with colleagues and: the only statement that might have implications for
future prosecution is the first bullet. recommend adding the text indicated to add some
insulation: please let me know.if you have any questions. thanks,

| (/4 o745 | Classification: CONFIBENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 11:15:24 AM

From: L L IA 74 |
To:
CTC CEC AE, DY
Va 'd
Cc:
Date: - 09/14/2012.11:15 AM
Subject: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI

Classification:-CONFDENTIAL-

HPSCI has asked for unclassified points lmmejdl’ately that they can use.in talking to the media. | have
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
topics, NE will add material about'wamings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as well as
material on warmings we issued prior to 9/11 anniversary. Please take a quick look to see if you beliave
that this is A) acctirate and B ):unclass:

For CTCilegai,[ 7>/ |asked thai i send this to you and anybody you think needs to see in OGC to
make sure that nothing we are saying here is likely to impact any potential future.legal prosecution .

Thanks

O/ oThA

®  We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in-Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by. the protests at the US Eiribassy in Cairo and evolved intoa-direct assatilt against the US
Consulate and subsequently.its annex. This assessment may change as additional-information is
collectéd and analyzed and cumrently available information continues fo be-evaluated .



CONFIDENTIRAL-

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society . That
being said ; we do know that Islamic extremists with ties.to al-Qa'lda participated in.the attack.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to:Arisar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement
that the its leadership did not order.the attacks, but did not deny that'some of its members were
involved. Ansar al-Sharia's facebook page aims to spread shariain Libya and emphasizes the need
for jihad to counter. what it views asfalse intérpretations of ISlam, according to.an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced. fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the-
lethality of the attacks.

Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign Interests in Benghazi by
unidentified assallants, includirig the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the.US facilities , also contributing to the
efficacy of the attacks.

We are working with Libyan-authorities and intelligence partners.in-an effortto help bring to justice
those responsible for the.deaths of US citizens..

| £Z2 o074 |

Director, Office.of Terrorism Analysis

secure:
open:

Classification; CONFIDENTIAL

Classification:-CONFIBENTAL—

Classification-CONFIBENTIAL

Classification CONEIDENTFAL—

Classification:-CONFIDENTIAL—

Classification: CONFIDENTHAL—



Classification: CONFIDENTIAL—

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL

Classification:-CONFIBEMNTAL

Classification -CONABENTIAL—
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From: U A

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 1117 AM'

“o: ) Vietor, Tommy. | ——ia

Jei Rhodes, Benjamin J;| A/S S~ CFCS |
Subject: Congressional talking points.en route:this aftemoon for coord
Tommy: .

Echoing my voicemail to you:

You should be seeing some “White Paper” talking points-from is'this afternoon for coordination. They are for -
Congressional use, per their request, re Benghazi issues..

Thanks,

C’
oA

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

L




sternber 14, 2012 3:00 PM

Gleaned HPSCI TPs 3
CleanedHPSCI Talking Péirits for Jsé with the Madia.doc

- -

10



' HPSCI Talking Points.for Use with the Media
" 14 Septeniber 2012

We believe based.on currently. available: information that the attacks in Benghazi
were spontaneously inspired by the protests-at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the. US-Consuiate and subsequently its annex.
This assessment. may change:as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be évaluated.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from.across many sectors of
Libyan society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-
Qa'ida participated in the attack.. '

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia: The group has since
released a statement that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not
deny.that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's facebook page-aims
to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views
as false interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experiehced fighters in Libya almost certainly
contributed to the lethality of the attacks.. ©

Since. April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the Juné attack against the British
Ambassador’s convoy. We-cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled
the US facilities, also confributing to the efficacy of the.attacks.

We are working with Libyan authorities and iftelligence-pariners in an effort to help.
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US:citizens.

I/
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Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM _ :
mv; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| A/ SS /7=

LA / ”’_'r'__t. <
Ce: (4 oA
Subject: .HPSCl talking points for review.
Colleagués:

HPSQI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use withithe media.
Please review the belowand respond with-yoir comments ASAP:

Thasks very much,

s
& .‘{6’

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

HPSCI Talking Polnts for Use withi the Media
14 September 2012

We beliéve based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi'were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault-against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated:

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of‘indiyiduals fror across many sectors-of Libyan soclety. That being said, we
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to.a-Qa'ida participated in the attack.

o Initial press reporting linked the attack'to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a-statement that its
leadership-did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members. were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims'to spread sharfa ifi Libya and emphasizes the.need forjihad to counter-what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to.an open source study.

o The wide availability.of weapons and-experienced fighters'in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. ) k

o Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign intérests in Benghazi by unidentified
assailants, including the June attack against the British.Amibassador's convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals
had previously survéilled the US facilities, also contributing to the gfﬁcécy_ of the-attacks.

- We are working with Libyan authorities and intAéIIilgendéfp'_artne_rs.,ln an &ffort.to help bring to justice those
) responsible for the deaths of US citizens.
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From: ]

Sent: ember 14, 2012.3:27 PM

~o: iefor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin.J.;|
o LSS

Ce: ‘ W Mol

Subject: i ~ RE: HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components coordinating here on thése points and we will have further edits. We are multi-

tasking due to the time constraints.

. "l send you an updated version.around 1600 today.

Thanks, .
2R Y4
~m——«- : { (/74 oA 7 ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Bergamin J.;| ASS 225 SS pui/ /25 5S
S ~

njec

A _
PSL“.'I talking poaints:for review

Colleagues:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the PCIA for use-with the media.
Please review the below and.respond with.your comments.ASAP. .

Thanks very much,

s A
C/_ ‘A
oF .-1

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs’

[

‘HPSC1 Talking Points for Use mﬂltheMedia

14 September 2012

» We believe based on currently available information:that the :;ttacksjn Benghazi:were spontaneously Inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy In Cairo and evolved into a direct assault-againstthe US Consulate-and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently avallable

information.continues to be evaluated.

e The crowd almost certainly was a miix.ofindividuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we

‘do know that Islamic extremists with ties to-al-Qa'ida participated in'the attack.



From: Stophen'W, Preston : Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination —
General Counsel * " wihilte paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request | -
: Té: {ace | 7o |
Ce:, Lrd cza_ | AoF ASCS ]
: 3 I P | AcS ]
Date: 0871472012 04:20.PM seenn | T |
This:message is digitally signed.
Classification:-CONFHBENTAL ™ il i

Folks, | know there is a hurmy to getthis out, but we need-to hold it lorig enouigh to ascertain whether
providing it conflicts with express instnuctions from NSS/DOJ/FBI that, in light of the criminal investigation,
we are not to generate statements with assessments as.to who did this, etc. - even internally, not to
mention for public release.. | am copying| ¢ =4 Fpwho may be more famillar with those instructions and
the tasking arising from the HPSCI coffee. v

Classification-CONF1DENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:29:32 PM
From: Lrlre i S ; '
Tor Crgq o7A —| .
Ce: S |
| ANTS | 1
JAYAS S &7
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Date: 09/14/72012-03:29 PM _ 4 :
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification: CONFIBENTHAL-

OGC coords. on the TPs, including the ¢hange to the:second tick noted by , ;%. ot

content within this'email; Includifig attachniénts and email threads, cany the controls
l Even when:not specified-in the-classification liné uniess otherwise noted .




UNCLASSIFIED

From:| £ /4 (/4 |Subject: HPSCI White Paper Talkihg Points for. review before
Chief, Media Relations Branch White House
Office of Public Affairs . To; - »
Date: 09/14/2012 04:42 PM ‘| /4 Fe | :
i R >2c0d- 7 o2 T

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

e ’%r

For review before sending to the White House::

[crd bin

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 Septemiber 2012

sThe currently available information’ suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi
were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex.
This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we
wamed of social media reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy
and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Emb_as,sy'

.....

Libyan socnety The mveshgatlon is on—gomg as to who'is responslble That being
said, we do know that Islarnic extremists partlclpated in the violent demonstrations .

einitial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The -group has since
released a statement that its leadership did not order the attacks , but did not deny
that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s Faoebook page aims to
spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as

false interpretations of Islam, accordlng to an-open source study.

oThe wide availability.of weapons and expenenwd fighters in. Libya almost oertamly
contributed o the lethality of the attacks. .

UNCLASSIFIED:

<



‘UNCLASSIFIED

*The Agency has produced numerous pieces-on the threat of extremists linked to-
al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have
been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified
assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had prevnously survellled the US facmtles also
contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.- | -

sThe US Governiment is working with Libia‘n authorities and-intelligence partners in
an effort to help bring to justice those responsible:for the deaths of US citizens .

I Z/,:J ;1;-’:'/‘3|

Chief, Media Relations Branch, Ofﬁce of Public Affairs
Secure:

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED:
e " .



From: Vietor, Tommy;['rhomas F. \ﬂatorﬂwho eop. gov]

Sent: tember 14, 2012 4:57 PM =~

"o 2 o/ Rhiodes, Benjamm.l‘i 1./5;; P 7ssL
i FRES

Ce: : (/4 oA ot

Subject: " RE: HPSCI laiking pcnms for rawsw

is there an updated version of this-| can circulate intérnally?’

From: 74 0P8 i
Sent: Fnday Sephembar 14, 2012 3:27 PM

Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjamInJ.,] /‘vs S PRES S WA Frsss

Colleagues:

- We still have a number of components (:c'ib'rdina'ﬁn_g' here.onthiese. points-and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

Yl send you an updated version around 1606 today:

Thanks,

crd aed

Frn_m| /4 o/

-$ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM .

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;|  /AUSS 77555 L a/ s 51 ]

Col| ya s ' ) .
hject: HPSCI talking points for review: ’

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for.use with the media.

Please review the below and re;'pond with your comments.ASAP. _

"~ Thanks very much,

CiA Office of Public Affairs

HPSC! Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

i
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From:

Sent: : ay, Seplember 14,2012 5:04 PM n

“o: Vbtor ‘!‘orpmy’ Rhodes, Benjamlnd I AN S FssS ]
LA 55 .>

Ce: : ) /4 oA g

Subject:. ' RE: HPSCI talking points for feview

Tommy:

Very sorry for the delay. We’ve been steadily wo“rkiqg on them.and they are now at'the final stop before coming to you
soon. I'll rush them to you as soon as possible. : y

¢ z,;.! /74

PEES e Y

mmy ) (e = X =
Sent' Friday, September 14 2012 4:57 PM : :
To:[ (74 o% | Rhodes, Benfamin 1; | A/SS 7755 un) 1RESS ]
L (12 e 4 ’
Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review.

is there an-updated version of this | can circulate internally?

e e ek mrt s o e = g = i P

me# Crid cFA '
14, IUH‘FHT’H -

,Tommy,'Rl odes ,&njam‘n J-; /u_rs- /I.;-'*f <s o A /‘_”;._"l’ 55

-c. { "'\ Qf :_- L i
subject RE RE: HPSCT falking poifts for review

Colleagues:

We still have.a nuriiber of components coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

Il send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

(€74 44

- —— o g L ot e St b S 4 g Yo 2o

From: [ (/4 o/

Sent: Friday, Sepmmberm 2012 3:04 PM

cho- Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin'd.; | AKS /71458 sond s5S
f /.4 e y a
s@-ﬂ’&:{ talking points for review

Colleagues:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with.the media.
~lease review.the below and respond with your comments ASAP.

1



From:
Sent:

‘o:
Ce:
Subject:

A .
Cl talking points for review_. .

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?, -

J e e TR L

_-.... i iy _.}::!... :J‘ e e X

ptember 14, 2012 3:27 PM- :
Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.-;[ AUSS U80S busis SRESS
rd

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components.coordinating here dh'ﬂlése paints and we will havefurther edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constrainits. : '

il send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,
!I(’f;)e } 74

Jrom:| £ 4 offa

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 1.;| o, €S 7o v/l /705 <5
Celczz ke '

Subjects HPSCI talking points for. review.

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking-points from thie DCIA for use with the media.
Please:review the below and respond with your comments ASAP.

Thanks very much,

14

ofk
Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

L

-14 September 2012
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From:
Sent:
“o:

Joo pyy
Subject: _ RE: HPSCI lalkng pomts for rawew

Thanks for the reminder. Yes, 1 told him wé would.

[crale?4

D e el e Rt e R S PY 4 o

From:|_ ()4 |

Sent: Friday Septerrber 14, 2012 5:05 PM

Subject: RE:.HPSCI talkmg points for review

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?. '

P e Ay N R PO S T\ PO o oy : : " . s

Fl'bl'li('/?c."”‘!

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:27 PM

, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin);| 1, << 775 c< oo/ fscs

Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues: . .

We still have a number:of components coordmatmghere on these pointsrand we will have further edits. We are muiti-

tasking due to the time constraints.
¥ll send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks, -

(1A o iR

Fromd Crd /4

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM-

To: Vletnr Tunmr Rhodes, ‘Benjamin J,;

A Il s : a
ol S35 FalsS bt Pisss
ﬁmjed:HPSGtalldngpoimsfarrewew . 5 .

Colleagues:
HPSCI has-requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the-media.,
Please review the below and respond with your.comnients.ASAP.

' Tha'nksvery much,

: ;)
&7 1: A

g.



September 14, 2012 5:00 PM.
Benjaminl;| AS¢ Arscs

/4 e 4Shawn S Tumer:
evised HPSCI Talking Points for Review--

Colleagues:

Apologies for the delay..
Please review this revised version:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Pointsfor Use with tlie Media
14:September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demiéistrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by -
the protests at the. US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into adirect assault'against:the US:Consulate-and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix'of Individuals from across many sectors of Libyan soclety. The investigation is
on-going as to who is.responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations. '

Anitial press reporting linked:the attack to Ansar-al-Sharia. “Ttie group has since released a statement that its
leaderstiip did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were‘involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study; -

. The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya aimost certainly.contributed to the lethality. of
the attacks. - - e

The Agency has produced numerotis pleces on the threat of extremists linked-to al-Qaeda in'Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other-attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the june attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. ‘We cannot rule out
that-individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contribirting to-the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working with.hbyan authorities and intelligence:partners in an‘effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US ¢itizens.

Thanks,
(: ".u:‘?
)
L';'_/g
* Chief, Media Relations .
0 1
2




Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietor|
@y;_egﬁmber 14, 2012:5:10 PM
Crd e hodes, Ben]amn'hl | N SS Ziss S

- '—‘%Em — _:g_l

Subject: ""RE: Revised HPSCI. Talking Points for Revuew

Thanks. Will vet here now.

- - et i s M i i S S mm e e e 0% At b & ol m SAn s+ B4 (L % i 3 e S i e emasrs

me:{ i o/ ’
Sent: Friday, Septernber 14,2012 5:09 PM '
Benfamind; | &) SS Z26sS Loy Asss

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirfs for Review

Colleagues:

Apologles for the delay.
. Please review this revised versiosi:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media.
‘14 September 2012

¢ The currently available information suggests thatlhederhonstratlons' iin Benghazi.were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the.US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into-a‘direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex.- This assessment may change as-additional information.is collected and.analyzed'and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media:reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were th!'eatemng to break:into the Embassy.

* The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across mariy sectors of Libyan.society. The investigation Is
on-going as to'who is responsible for the violence.. That bemg 5aid, we do know_that Islamic extremlsts participated

in the violent demonstrations.

» Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar ak-Sharia.The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were, involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page dims to-spread shasia.In Libya and. emphasizes the need for jihad to:counter what It views as false
interpretations; of Islam, according to an open source:study.

o  The wide availability. of weapons and experienced- ﬁghter:s in Libya almost certamly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

* The Agency has produced numerous pieces oh the thiréat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These:noted that, since April; there have been at least five other attacks against foreigri interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assallants, mcludlng the June attack against the British Ambassador's.convoy. We cannot rule out
that Individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

*  The US Government is working with Libyan: authorm&s and intelligence partners in.an.effort to help bring to justice
‘those responsible-for the deaths of US cifizens;

s
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74 0/

Sent: il I_Eﬁday_Sem'ambeU4"'20'12 5:20 PM

To: | ’ FRr Fsis |
c: lcig dcdt : ;

Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Poinits for Review

Colleagues: :

FYl.

These are talking points for HPSCI's use.with tiie media. They asked the'DCIA for them-today.

White House is reviewing and DNIis'aware.

&7
o

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

From: /¢ o0

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM
‘02 Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3.;[ /AL C< Jriis o~/ riss

Cc: |74 «c45hawn S Tumer g

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:
Apologies for.the delay.

Please review this revised version:
HPSCI White Paper TalkingPoints for Use with the Media
" 14September 2012 .

* The currently available information suggests thatthe demonstrations in Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Enibassy in Cairo.and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may.change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. .On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora -
demonstration in front of tie Embassy and that jinadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The ciowd almost certainly was a mix 6f individuals from across-many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is.responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations..

Initial press-reporting linked the-attack to:Ansar él—S,I"naria . The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did notdeny that;some of its members were involved. Ansar-al-Sharia's
S

=
25



Facebook page aims to spread sharia In‘Libya and em'bh"a'size's the néed for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according:to an open source study,

© The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to.the lethality of
the attacks. - ’ .

o . The Agency has produced humerous piéces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since-April, there have been at Jeast five other:attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi _

biy unidentified assailants, intluding the June attack:against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilitiés, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

o The US Governmentis working with Ubvén authqri_ties and iqtelliger_lce partners-in an effort to help bring to Justlce
those responsible for the:deaths of US.citizens. '

Chief, Media Relatlons
CIA Office of Public Affairs.




/4
From:
Sent: 14, 2012 6 :04 PM__
ro“ J_I ’’ 7@ 35 _[
Lo der ,g }_ 4
Subject: . RE: Revhed HPSCI Talkmg Pomts for Rev:ew
Colleagues:
I'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points-on Sunday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that-you've reviewed these talking poirits ASAP.
Thanks,
[ cre W
From:| (/.4 oH _ ; P
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM
To:| Far ANsEs
Cc:lcvs deq
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for'Review
Colleagues:
Fyl.
.hese are talking points for HPSCI’s use with thé media. Théy asked the DCIA for'thern today..
White House is reviewing.and DNLis aware.
ief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs
= _T.; _5;,______-_ N T T
14, 2012 5:09 PM
'ro= Vletor Tummy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | AJSC FA58S | A /P58 j

ShawnSTwner
ised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colr iy
Coll'eégus:

Apologies for the delay..

Please review this revised verslon:

q.
wn



From: : Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F. Vietor |

Sent: . Friday tember 14, 2012 6:21

Tor C/A ¢ »«Eng Rhodes Benjamin..l FM AS S
|_./\-/;_r 725 5F

Cc: . A Bhawn s Tumer ;

Subject: avised. HPSCI Talkking Pom\s for Heview

- l know you're trying to move these fast so heré‘E an initlal found of edits..One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highllghted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the.event that they get lnquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talldng~Pdints for'Use with the Media
14September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations ifi-Benghiazi were.spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a direct assauilt against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment:may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated: On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora .
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certiinly was a mix-of individuals from-across many sectors of I.fbyan society. The investigation is
- on-going as to who is responsible for the viclence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations..

Initial press reporting linked the attack to-Ansar al-Sharia. Ttie group has since reléased a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharta's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for Jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam,.according to an open.source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced ﬁghters in leya almost certainly contributed'to. the lethality of
the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the:threat of extremists linked toal-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there-have been at least five other attacks against-foreign iriterests in Benghazl
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Govémment is working with tibyan-authicrities and intelligence partners.in an-effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. )

From___ i /% i =
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:00 PM-
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | NSS_ /7555 R D

Ceil 74 o 4 : _
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colléagus:



Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
Al [ 255S - :
Ce: - (/A4 |ShawnS Tumer
Subject: : : Hevised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

ASS AAsss

Thanlg very much for yoﬁr prompt response, :l‘ommy.

Will send over to STATE.

P LT LD T PRt R -

Fiom: Vietor, Tommy [mailto: Thomas_F._Vietor| |

Se ptember 14, 2012.6:21 PM : g

Toi_c 72/ |Rhodes, Benfamin J.;| NSS FZ55S AP FRESS
4 |Shawn S Tumer T

: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review.

€ Jr
&.

[€Z8.4 } know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an.initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added darity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that thgy_. getlnquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14:September 2012

¢ The currently available information suggeststhat the demonstrations-in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as.additiorial information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora -
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

. The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from-across many.sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
‘on-going as to who is responsible for. the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations. ’ Pir s

s Initial press reporting linked the attack to-Ansar dl-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of itsmembers were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to.spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need-for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of islam;.according to an open source study.. :

& The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed. to the lethality of
the attacks. . )

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to.al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador’'s convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilitles, also contributing to the-efficacy of the attacks.



A o |

A

me: /..',':'{_.:.' .
2ent: _ Fril;d?"y&v?eptambar 14, 2012 6:33 PM
i nu | ST¢rz 0c 4 a7 5%
~cz C1d et g AR
Sub]gct: HPSCI Talking Points for review

Colleapues:. ‘ .

HPSCI requested these talkers from the DCIA this morning.

The White House has reviewed them and wanted to ensure that you saw them — especially the portions
highlighted by the White House. .

Kindly irdicate that you have reviewed these poiits. We are:planning on transmitting thg‘m to the Hill tonight.

Old L«/’-’ﬁ |

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Usé with:the Media
' 34:September 2012. .

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations'in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as.additional information is’ collected and analyzed.and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 Septemiber we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threateriing to‘break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we:do know that islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the-attack to Ansar-al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the-attacks, but did'not:deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study:

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. i y :

¢ The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the ﬂ\mat'ﬁf.extremlsts linked to al-Qaeda In Benghazl and eastérn
Libya. These noted that, since April, there hiave'been at least five-other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi

by unidentified assallants, including the June attackagainst the British Ambassador's convoy. ‘We cannot rule out
that individuals had previcusly.surveilied the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

o TheUS Government is working.with Libyan authorities and intelligence partnersin an effort.to help bring to justice
thase responsible for-the deaths of US:citizens.

>8



- | - . : _

From: Shawn S Tumer

Sent: tember 14, 2012 6:41 PM

To: ) [ A E y; Rhodas; Benjan'un Ji| ASS Tisgs
Ce: g

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Pomts for Review.-

I've been very careful not to say we issued a' warning. Any concer_r_as with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

© On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo-of social medla reports calling for a demonstration.and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

@ ot b e Maya s e it im St s b e e am ¢

R e TR N S

Sent: Fnday, SEPteITIDGI’ 14,2012 6:24PM
Tos Vieto, T e =
o Eomlmyél_}_l:onz:;s, BenjammJ [ INSS fRENS vl (55 s _I
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI- Talking Points for Revlew

Thankr._ very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to ST. ATE.

Crd oA

e e e e TR ey

e e ety bt o ey o e e b 5 a— et m o ety oy

“rom: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:T
sent: Friday, September '14 2012 6'21 PM

/U < I,"';?;’;';! Invdr P5c 5
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talkmg Poms forRevIew

[ﬂéﬂl know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added darity. Denls would alsodike to make sure the Thighlighted portlons are full. coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White‘ Paper Talking Polnts for Use with the Media
-14-September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in'Benghazi'were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault agairist the US Consulate and subsequently
its-annex. This.assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into.the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of mdhijduals from across many sectors of Libyan soclety. The investigation is
on-going as to who-is responsuble forthe:violence. That being said, we do know. that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks; but did not deny that some of its members were involved: Ansar al-Sharia's

1



From:
Sent: riday, Sepiember 14, 2012 6:43 PM
To: . Shawn S Tumer[ </.¢ ~7 Nietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind.;| /VS< /77755
: At 75 uland, Vlctona % Y :
Co: 7a g/;;__,{ L2555 N [ Sras A1 _
Subject: . RE: Revised HPSC| Talking Points'for Réview: : ) h

Looping in State. I think that’s a good adjustment.

bt 48 i F w b= tmmes s s msmaseea v e s - S

From- Shawn S Tumer
riday, ber 14, 2012 6:41 PM
To:| (/4 274 Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSCS FI8S et 72558

Subject: RE Revlsed HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued.a wamlng; Any cdn_ce:ﬁ; with adjust‘ing the first highilighted line to say:

o On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a-demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy. '

et m Mr e eWesem i s wme % 1 b me e et mmmcaes " N wet hes b Ppae o sm Y es e

-Fromy /.9 o4&

Sent: ber 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AISS ZarsS  fuAt L
Cc'ShawnSTumer A R
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to STATE.

& /AT
0" i

ber 14 2012 6: 21 PM
Rhodes, Benjamin 1. A SC PIESS ikl £ 5 5c
wn S Tumer i

Subjed:: RE: Revised HPSCI.Talking Points for Review

@g{] I know you're trylng to riove these fast so here’s.an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3.of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make.sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get inqurles.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
= 14 September 2012
» The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in'Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex: This assessment may change as additional information is collécted and analyzed and-currently available



From: ' Vetor Tommy [Thnmas F._Vietor

Sent: r 14,2012 6:48 P :
o: Cld 0% T /4 0%} Rhodes, Benfamin J.l  A/SS /755 S

) ; ) NISS F5SS l/v!V/”r'E;)? Jnulandvll | Soo7% /#
Ce: sAddcd
Subject: ‘ RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review.

FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im ivaiting for those.

T e o

T b 4 it 1y b

From{ /4 o4 | “

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM

[10- Shawn.Tumer| Crd P Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenJammJ [ S‘S P27
Lt 2558 ulandvj S7‘ >3 209

e [ | fzere o |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCT Talking Points for Review .

Looping in State. 1 think that’s a good adjustment.

P S -

From: Shawn S Tumer

Sent: Fri September 14, 2012 6:41.PM |
To a/4 \Mietor, Tommy: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Y. Vi o Lkt L5 €
Cc:u/icgl—-_ 5 /-.SS; ZILS
: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I've beerl very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any conc'ems with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

On 10 September we notified Embassy-Cairo.of social’ media reports calling for a demonstration.and encouraging’
jihadists to break into the Embassy:

From: m

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamm.'! I AKS JasSS  IaAl /248
Shawn S Tumer ST A =L

Sr.bject: RE: Revised HPSCI . Talking Points Far_ Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tormmy.

Will send over to STATE.

lzre

From Vietor Tommy
iday, Septembe 14,2012621PM

Rhodes, Benjamin J.; { NSC PigeS oy f‘*fgf ]

S Tumer

Subjach RE: RevrsedHPSGI Talking, PoTntsforRevrew

%I know you're trying to move these fast so‘here’s an Initial round'of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also'like to make sure: the highllghted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get mquries.
C oy

O ————




From: Vietor, Tommy [Thoma.s F._Vietor_

Sent: Fnda ‘September 14, 2012 6:52

Yo: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AISS /Z7isS ]
/ A4 (72558 '

Cc: L Shawn S Tumer .

Subject: e\nse(_i HPSCI Talkiivg Points for Réview-

John's edits are below.-Mostly in-bullet 2.

| like the edit Shawn sent around.

me Vietor, Tommy
Sent: Friday, September 14; 2012 6:21 PM .
To:| (/4 /4 Rhodes, Benjamin J.;] A £25¢ S oA/ 72555 1

Cc:| c/rdacq | Shawn.Turnerq_E’
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

[% know you’re trying to move these fast'so here’s an initial round of edits: One small tweak in sentence 3-of
bullet 1 for added darity. Denis would also like to miake'sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in_the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Pointsfor Use with the Media
14 Septemher 2012,

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessmént may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September wé warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists wére threatening to:break into the Embassy.

¢ The Investigation is on-going as to who is responsiblefor theviblence, although the crowd almost certainly was a
mix of individuals. We.do know that Islamlc-extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press-reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released.a statement that its
Ieadershlp did not order the attacks, but did notdeny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page alms to.spread-sharia in Libya.and emphasrzesthe need for jihad to counter what it views as false

Ho o £ 15
|l"ll.cu’i"u’El.¢un"J|"|$ of islam, ﬂu.uﬁms to an open source St'dd

¢ The wideavailability of weapons: and experiericed ﬁghtersln“lubya,almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

o The Agenw has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda.in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, sirice'April, there have been at least five:other. attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentifled assallants, including the June attack agairist the;British-Ambassador’s convoy. 'We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously-surveilled the:USfacillties; -also'contributing to-the efficacy.of the attacks:

e The US Government Is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to-justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. .



From: | ' ?’ -

Sent: Fnday. September 14,2012 6:53 PM -

To: V"alor Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J. <€ Zuss

[ (o RIS r AES Faiss J
Cc: [ﬁ‘E& |Shawn S Turner '
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

Excellent. Will implement.

Thanks, Tommy

(7
Y4

i s . e A 1

From Vletor, Tommy [mailto: Thomas_F. _wetnrd:_j

Tll. .;.J"s.
Cc:| 44, [Sh

September 14, 2012 6:52 PM
; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;[ << 7 1ESS_ fady FR5SS
awn S Tumer

Subject:' RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2,

! like the edit Shawn sent around.

From' Viet:or Tommy

Sent: Frida mber 14, 2012 6:21 PM

Rhodes, Benjamin J.;] A< ¢ /p{, S ot V2985

HPSCI Talking Points for Review

:22 1know you're trying to move these fast so'here'-"s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in‘'sentence 3 aof
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions:are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for-Use with the-Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in‘Benghazi were-spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy; in Cairo and evolved into-a direct assault against ttie US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be'evaluated. On 10 September we-warned of-social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists:were threateningto break into.the Embassy.

‘The investigation is-on-going as to who is responsiblé for.the violence; although the crowd almost.certainly was a
mix of lndividu_als. We-do know that Islamic.extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar.al-Sharia.. The.group has:since released a statement that its
leadership did.not order the attacks, but did niot deny that:some of its members were Involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims-to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need forjlhad to counter what it vlews as false

interpretations of islam, according to an open source study..



| oA 072
¥

From: Nuland, Victoria J fnulandvi{ |

Sent: . - Friday, September 14, 2012 7‘r1‘§ PM- - =

To: NSC Deputy Press Sec (/4 &f74 wn 8 Tumenjc7y o/ A
Be“uﬂmlﬂ J. :! AU SS 1"'??'}",5' LN AL ") ([ PR /4’ "

Ce: ' lerg ot d

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI- Talkmg Points for Review-

Are these for open or closed I'ieari'ng? If openi, the line about: “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how. do we know, who-were they, etc... So I'll

. need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

-I;;I; Viehor, Tommy [mailto: Thomas_F. Vlemd

14, 2012 6:48 PM"
Turner( [ 72 ©77% _____ Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Ar<C A72i5s ]
Nuland, Vicloria J;| S 273 47 |

Subject: RE. Revised HPSCT Talking Points for Review

-~

FYI, Brennan will have 'edits._lerai_ting‘forthose;

crom{ {f{! (/,0

Sent: -

TYo: Shawn. Tt : [ 74 574 Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J. r iSS  SAss 1
okt FATSS) nulandvj 272275 £A4 ]

L B ) SR S .

Subject:. RE: Revised ‘HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. 1think that's a good adjistment..

e e e et A — e e b e s v =

w——

From' Shawn STumer
Selfl‘—&ldaujfplemba' 14, 2012 6:41 PM

To: 4 G Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benja njamin J, }l AISS  FAISS i Far (5 I
Cc:| 7.7 o4 o

Subject: R RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued a-warning. Any concerns:with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

* On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social-media reparts calling for a demonstration.and encouraging

jihadists to break into the Embassy.
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Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
-0 Vietor, Tommy;Rhod’s, Benjamin_J';,;l NS 555 ol /%555 J
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From: | A ]
Sent: e Ao {4 T TIE W

o By /7558 |

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

lé?jjweammxgamkmnﬁnwb;ck.

Crd a8 ; J
To Crd ol fBr Fasss
Clt ot '

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
Colleagues: ‘

#'m-told that Chalrman Rogers_intends to use these talking points. én'Sdnday.

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you’ve reviewed these talking points ASAP.

Thanks,

PRI

vom:| /s Vs
sSent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM

To: "Ef/'e\;
£/4

Subject: FW Revmd HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues: -

Y1

These are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. They askéd the DCIA for themtoday. -

* White House Is.reviewing and DNI is aware.

/A
oA

' Chief, Media Relations.
CIA Office of Public Affairs

—

vam:| (4 o
sent: 3 mber 14, 2012 5:09.PM_-

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjaman_.;| AJSS FrEsS  oun FAESS
1

VJ



of 0 . S s
From: -
Sent: Friday. September 14, 2012:7:29 PM _
‘o »-fa
Ce: crdocle
~ Subject: , FW Revisad HPSCI Talking Pomts forRevrew

Guys - - see Toria’s question below. Can we soften this a bit?

B T e i 2 14w . oy o o e

me Nuland, Victoria J [mailto:nulandvj
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

2. Tmngr-khodes,,ﬂenjamln 1;|ASS fscs
asf’*sss_LA/mfﬂ S7o17 ¢ xf’ - _ '

: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed heanng? If open, thellne about “knowing”there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — —how do we know, who were they, etc... SoVll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

Cre 54 —hhnds, Benjamin J. ‘ AKS Arsis
| Ses Lo | -

HPSCT Talking Points for Review

FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

From: (14 of
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012643 PM
£78 o7 |Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes;

Szgrc /4

NS Hrscc ]

bu it Fa5ss

Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.

e =t e e et e

From Shawn S Turner .
Sent: lay, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM ;
Vietor, Tommy;. Rhodes, Benjamin 3.;| ANSYK ﬁ'zfss; Loplf sss |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

ve been very careful not to say we issued‘a warning. An'y-_cpncemsjwnh adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

2



From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvj

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:

‘o: ) | VictonaJ NSC Depuly P i cs7 o-%  Bhawn S Tumer;
b J; Iﬂﬁs. David S

Sub]ect: ; FIE Revnsed HPSCI Tallung Pomts for Revnew

I just had a convo W|th-and I now understand that these are.being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis; | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point-could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

e e tmrrmdaas S8 § e & e oo rae e ey 4 S Abam VAN M el W At S e s e

From Nuland VIdz:rlaJ
Sent: Friday, Septémber 14, 2012 7: 16 PM

To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary; | (/1 ¢4 Bhawn LT a *"(’ — Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
ISE FRISS . paiRiss  SiAavs A2
CiA CoA !

Subjeckt: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Poliits for Review

Are these for opén or closed hearing? if open, the lire about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... S0 '

need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

“rom:. Vietor Tommy [mallto Thomas_F _mr:]
sent: mber 14, 2012 6:48 PM ; =
Tol (g o/ ShawnTumeﬂ Cra OF R IRhodes, Benjamin J.; r/L>'§ F 555

A
~J -
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From: : [ FX) fesss ]
Sent: Friday, Sapiember 14,2012 7:51 PM
P IQ”’QJ" | s esss]
oo - c/
Subject: .Re: HPSCI Talking Points for Review

in coordination wnh CTD, we hév_e some concems:

1. ﬂwacancyofﬁesenteneeofﬁneﬁtstbdletpomtwhachshles@n105eptemberwewamedolsoc:al media
mmttscaﬁnghradmnonshaﬁomnﬁmdmeanbassyandmmswemmmalenmgbbreakmtotheEmbassy'
And-— who is the"we" that is referenced?

2 Wemwmnmdedmlgmehstsemeneehmesemndbunefpmmto%atbmngsald.ﬂ\erearemdncahonslhat
islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrauons

lwﬂlbeiteetodiscussinabommmnnmasdneeessary
//4; al"‘-.;;’

From:| 73 Fasss |

By 25sS

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Poinis for Review

-urearetalongalookandlwnumpondback
{

F Cid o4 ]
To [ﬂé/’ﬂ m— | /‘"k{ //",'f‘ S
Cc:| O1d O A | : 3

Sent: Fri Sep 14 18:04:08 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI, Talking Points for Review. '

Colleagues:
’m told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talkingpoints on Sunday.

fing-that vou've reviewed !hoee talking points ASAP,

Sent: Friday, SeptemberH 2012 5:20 PM
Tos ER ¢ A55s

€ rrioha "
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCITa_Ildng‘POIﬁlS for. Review

_olleagues:



From:
Sent: - " Friday, September 14, 2012 7:52 PM
‘o Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deptity P S Tumer:[ /7 2% JRhodes,
Benjamin J.; Meehan, Bemadette;| A/ 55 /7155 raun/ /71555 a5 4
i ' s David S 7 s : ]
2 AL Frsss, ) : B R
Ce: | 14 0cCa : 5 5 ; -
Sub RE: Revised HPSCI Talking. Points for Review ‘

On that very issue; Toria, we are i‘tvaiting to hear-back from the Bureau: (—/?{v

From: Nuland, Victoria J [mailto:nulandvj e

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM : _

To: Nuland, Victoria J: NSC Deputy Press Secretary;| /.7 /77 __ Bhawn'S Tumed (/4 o0 hhodes, Benjamin J.;
PSS Opses vkt lei ST 71 A4 J'Sullhran, Jacob J;.Adams, David S

Cel (/¢ ke’ : :

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review .

: 72 SEpT—— . . . '

Fjust had a convo with| .77/| and | now understand that these are'being prepared to give to Members

of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, I'have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't

-vant to prejudice the investigation.

in same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to-Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here’

This emaii is UNCLASSIFIED.

rom: Nuland, Victoria-]
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM
“To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary; | .7 o/« 2
ASSS FASCK bt FRISS  KiaZi (A J
(4 ocd | o ' ’
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review




From: Adams, David S [AdamsDS:

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:38 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC DeputyPreas Secretary] /¢ ©77 _ |Shawn S Tumer;
) L/ oF g X NS if/,c"'ij‘if"—

= ~ f7 A Ce Ve ) 2

Ce: c’[_{?.__.{"' .FJS _ST7 47 , ;

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talklng Polnts for Review

!’m with Toria. The last bullet especially‘\gvill read to members bke we had been repeatedly warned.

A A € AL 2 i st i A c g SYRe e et S b mem mmeooe s i e -

From: Nuland, Victoria J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM -
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Searetary} ¢ 2.2 «/2¢  ShawnTumel (77 o777

Rhodes, Benjamin J.; F ANSS 55 S fa s/ Forss ST oaif /72 [Sullivan,_Jamb J;
Adams, David S Ay 3 -

Co| /4 ccd |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Ijust had a convo wnth- and | now understand that these are bemg prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the ﬁarts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the medla that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to-prejudice the investigation,
In same vein, why do'we want Hill to be'ﬁngéti'ng’_Ansar al Sharia; when we.aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penuitimate point could bé abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland Victoria.J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

v:| c/4 o7 Shawn.Turner{ 7o oFlf odes, Benjamin J.;
AISE 75 ?L§ i~/ /MI(Y’__C/A_E /gd -
e[ adord]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for-Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? 1f-open, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
he demonstrators will come back to.us at podium — how do we khow, who-were they, etc... So 'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line; tx.

LN

O



STATE STAfF aSsST.

.o Vietor, Tommy [Thomas__F.__\ﬁetor@\ *. ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:58 PM

To: _ Nuland, Victoria J; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; STATE PA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

We will use these too

~—--Original Message-----

From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvi@ 1

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:55 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Vietor, Tommy; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J; St~tc PR
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

These are points for Congress to use W press. Shdnt they be consistent with our own public lines if we are
recommending them?

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._Vietor@ 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:43 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J. <Benjamin_J._Rhodes@ ’ > $TATE PA 7 Nuland, Victoria ]

subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

There is massive disinformation out there, in particular with Congress. They all think it was premeditated based
on inaccuratz assumptions or briefings. So I think this is a response to not only a tasking from the house intel
committee but also NSC guidance that we need to brief members/press and correct the record

-—--Qriginal Message——-

From: Sullivan, Jacob J [Sullivan)J@ ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:40 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy; STATE' PA Nuland, Victoria J
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Skinnying list. | do not understand the nature of this exercise. And some of the statements below are new by me. Can
we have a conversation before this goes out?

e

From: Adams, David S

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; , LA OFA Shawn. Turner@c L &
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N SS, WH PRESS - STATE PA Sullivan, Jacob J
Cc: CIA ovecA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

1

4/
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From: Nuland, Victoria )
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; ¢ cia oPA 5 Shawn. Turner@ i (ot of%
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N $S , WH PRESS STATE P ; Sullivan, Jacob J;
Adams, David S

Cc CiA OCA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCL Talking Points for Review

CAA RPN s
Tjust had a convo with ,and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below; and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Victoria ]
Senl Fricay, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM

To: WSC Ceputy Press Secretary; _ 1A OP/ » Shawn Turnerl s Caq 274 . Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
NSS,; WH PRes< STHTE PA

Cc: CiA ©OCA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, theline about “knowing" there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium —how do we know, who were they, etc... Sol'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, ™.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@
Sent: Fridav. September 14, 2012 6:48 PM

To _ (/4 0P . Shawn.Tumer@ __Cya Off_ ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSS PReSS,
WH PRESS Nuland, Victoria J; STATE PA

Cc. ¢ OCA .
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

2
4o



FY}, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

____ﬂ,ﬂ-—______ﬂﬁ

From: ¢ ClA OPk i

Sent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM

To: Shawn.Turner@ - ¢ Gk 0Pk . Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjar: ~ NSS PRESS ’
WH PRESS pulandvi@ . STATE. PA g

cc: CiA OCA
subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.

From: Shawn S Turner

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM

To: LA &PA; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSS; WH PRESS
Ccc: CiA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

{'ve been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say-

e 0n105eptember we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

e s _.__._..__-—_.__.—-.._.__.___—-—-_.._.__—--._.-._-—_-—_ BT Srmdm e e e AR T .._-'____'_________-—--———'_‘

From: Cux OFA
~ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

a: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3; NSS; WH PRESS
ce: ¢y 9PShawn S Turner
subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.
will send over to STATE.

/(4 I

..._-__..._-__-....,..___.—-._.-_.-...._. e el et S —an e i i e

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@ |
sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM

To: cia o¢n ; Rhodes, Benjamin 1, NSS;W H PRESS
Cc: CIA ¥¥Shawn S Turner
subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
TIm of . L :
, | know you're trying to move these fast so here's an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions-are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSC! White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

« The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved intora direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora

3
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demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. {this is ok
as changed above...)

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
" on-going asto who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

s since released a statem
embers were iijyo‘_ived'

for-jitiad to-Gotinter \whatitviews asifalse

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

Rige

eneb has produced nume[étjé piecés on the threat of extremists flinked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern

[fess Fotedithat, since'Aptiligherert aye beeiyatidast five-diher attacks against foreign interests.in Benghazi
by unidentif &4 assailants, includingifheiune attack againstt e British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule-out
thiat individuals had previously surveilléd the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

» The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

From:. . QA GFfA 1

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSS, wH PRESS
Cc: CiA OCA Shawn.Turner@ ,

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:
Apologies for the  :lav.

Please review this revised version:

HPSCl White Paper Taiking Paints for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Gharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's

4
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Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that; since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

s The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice-
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

Thanks,

A
L

Chief, Medié Relations
ClA Office of Public Affairs

s
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:

.From:
Sent: Frldgy Septamber 14, 2012 9:15 PM
To: 7d ooy
Ce: . o

Subject: : BVlsad HP_SCI ;taklng points

Here’s where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted coordination cethments.

The State Departmgnt had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concemns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

({F L-:f’r‘?
L

- - Siteans ao g g v WA e e s At sl e Sk e Ay e

6,{» 47
Sent: Z tember 14; 2012 8:59 PM

e ﬂ',‘;‘" Cr? O
SubjecE (taking points

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in'mind.
“he FBt did not have major concerns with the points-and.offered only a couple-of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.
Tha_nks, : |
Sk
HPSCl White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the‘demeonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo. of social media reports calling fora demonstration and encouraging jlhadists to

break into the Embassy.

» The investigation is:on-going as.to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indu:atlons that Islamic’extremists participated in the

violent demonstrations.



S

From: |

Sent: z

To: ( £ g. nulandvj € Thomas_F:_Vistor Bhawn S Tumer;
‘4 | 'Benjamin_JJ.. Rhodes| | ASCrTES |

[ A/SS FRISS L/ P9S8, SToA Y A ]

flivanJJ| | 'AdamsDS =) A

Ce: : (12 od ¢ ' LS , I

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Re\new

Just aqqesﬁon— but separate from the FBI concems, has DOJ, provided input? They will have to deal with the the
prosecution and refated legal matters surrounding the federal investigation.

From| <7 o/% | ) - - :
To: m.ianm‘ <nulandvi{ I; Thomas_F._Vietor| tmomas_F._VIemll:

Shawn.T .Tumel | €ra o/ i [

l<Benjamin_J._Rhodes| 1 ~S5 Azscs ]
[ ALLS )If 73 £ [ T
i = ST, — Sullivan){
<Sullivani}({ | AdamsDS| fosq | #, seges

(7 oCa

Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Polnts for Review

AR i

On that very issue, Toria, we aie waiting to hear back from the Bureau.

From Nuland V'ctnna J [maill:n nulandtg l :
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary,| 7.7 o777 Bhawn STume (/¢ ¢/7 Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
| A/SS PASSS | onfd 555 , (TATE 72 Bullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S

Cc:| de(«;

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

ljust had a convo with| &77] ‘ and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media. ) S

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts-highlighted below, and amhing members. of
Congress to start:making assertions to the media that we.ourselves are-not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation:

_ In same vein, why.do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we. aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investlg_atlon results... and the penuttimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for nof paying attention-to Agency-warnings so why do we

want to feed that either? Concerned...

Jake Suliivan, .Dave.Adams here



From: Nuland,. Victoria J [nulandvj

Sent: rE i ember 14, 201:.;'.

To: CHE o/ .

Co: L <7773 /7 | /2 oFd  adct)

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCl taking points -

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my buildiné leadership. They are consulting w N5SS.

From|  (/F o/f il N
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

CC‘I__>/4} fe | (R o/ L8 SEL
Subject: Revisedﬂpscnaldng points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCl talking points with your comments.and concerns in.mind.
" The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered enly a couple-of minor. suggestions.

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let.us know your thoughts:ASAP.

Thanks,

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September2012-

o. The currently-available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into-a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional.information is collected
and analyzed and currently available’ mformation continués to be evaluated. On.10 September the Agency
notified Embassy €airo of social-media reports calling for a demonstration and.encouraging Jihadists to

break into the. Embassy.

o The investigation'is on-going as to who is-responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there-are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

+. The wide availability of weapons and experienced ﬁghters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since Aprli, there have been it least five other attacks:against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, inciuding the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had prev:ouslv surveilled the US facilitles, also contributing to the efficacy of the

attacks.

78



STATE STAEE ASST.

m: Nuland, Victoria J
- .0t Friday, September 14,2012 9:24 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J
Subiject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points
Fysa

From: Nuland, Vicboria J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM

To: | aa oes’ T .

Cc: Staie PA P, -. _ CGiA aen, cih OCAN - _—
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

From: CLx oPK

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM
“To: Nuland, Victoria J ]

Cc: Stode PP \ Cih OPA TN 2 S

Subject: Revised HPSCI taklng points

Toria:

\We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind.

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest version of the points. please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

. R AN

HPSCI White Paper Talking points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

¢ The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues 1o be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

. The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly

was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications tha‘t‘lsl-amic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

Y9



e The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghati
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot

rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks. ‘

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice thase responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

Tty 2%
Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs
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Vo
From: Sullivan, Jacob J [SullivanJJ
Sent: Friday,. September 14, 2012 9:25'PM
To: Adam : Muland, Victoria J; NSC lnenumﬂmaﬁecraiary { el IShawn s
N gﬁﬂrssf &Lu(/ f"?;!f S-)'f/fl/-!'
Cec: . : Crd SCa
Subject: ‘Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I spoke with Tommy. We'll work through this.in thie morning and get comments back.

e e e et o e e e g e s A ]

me Adams, Davld S
Sent: Fiday, September 14, 2012 08:38 PM
JshawnTumer{ |

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary: | /2 OF4
<Shawn. T £/ 6/ | Rhodes, Benjamin J.

<Benjamin_J. Rhodes{ | Vs Ases
ASE Fi ;(5 A FniSS  So45P JA . Sullivan, Jacob
nts for Review

I'm with Toria. The last bullet es_pecia'lly will read to members like we had been repeatedly wamed.

From Nuland, Victoria J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria 1; NSC Depiity Press Secretary;| ¢/ 7 o774 Ehawn.TmrI A o/ ]
[‘ ullivan, Jacob J

msenjaglﬂ L PSS JrsSS  oul LosSE STATY Lz

Cei| /4
lmllﬁﬂff ‘HPSCI Talking Poirits for Review

1just had a convo wnth-znd I'now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making-assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation. '

In same vein, why do we want Hill-to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have ifivestigation results... and the’penultimate point.could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not| paymg attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned..

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

.iis email is UNCLASSIFIED.

AL



crd KN : . : !
From: Vietor, Tommy ['I‘ho-mas_Fq_Viemr'
To: . 3 = _1‘ TAOCA 'uland]  |Shawns Tumer;

Ce: Gk BT e
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCH Talkmg Pomts for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safé to assume we can hold on this- until tororrow?

12[0112m1fmm Standard Time '. _
o i Vigﬁt__or. TMW‘ CER OPH
es, Benjamin ,‘LN << @mc..-g, WH tess, Stfer P

‘SullivanlJ FBT Ress
Cc:[ CTh och - .
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review , e ‘

.hlstaqueshon-btnseparatelmmmeFBlcomems hasDOJ [provided input? They will have to deal with the the
pmseamonandlelatedlegalmanerssunomdngmefederalmvsugaum = i

-|
} Thomas._| F _Vietor l<Thomas_F. WEME
] b ook [ AVZS Hess |

cees Shde. PR o __ [Sulivand]
: — KidamDS| = [ ST Rese

Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

re waiting to hear back from the Bureau: c,:[:} ofA

From Nuland, Vlctnria ] [malrtn nulandvj

Sent:Friday September14 2012739PM ,
1 )eD) s Secrets : ' awn S n‘ner@.hods,_mnjamlnl;
| Sull ob J; Adams, David S

ch
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

1just had a convo w:th.and I how understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
nf Congress to use with the media.



Sullivan, Jacob J

¢ M Sullivan, Jacob J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:32 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

Talked to Tommy - we can make edits.

From: Nuland, Victoria ]
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob ]

Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points

Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM
Tor _ cip OPk
G STATE Y

A CLA QLA cth ofh :
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

Fron CAK oPx

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J

Ccc: STRTE PA L Cim_obx i OCHK
Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your cominents and concerns in mind.

The EBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.
Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

crh okl

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

« The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency



notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
fethality of the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghati
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot

rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

< p oPA

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

SY



coh opdt

;;om: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamm_JPMHhodes:
nt: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:34
To: - Vietor, TWNUMWJ | Shawn
STumericid OFH  Nes Paess , JOH 1
Shate P -
TeL Pe=s ‘a‘mT -
Ce: cT A OoCh i
Subject:’ Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review-
All-

Sorry to be late to this dlscussmn We need to resofve this'in- a way that respects all:of the relevant equities, particularly
the mvestlgatlon 2

There is a ton of wrong inforration getting out into the ‘public domain from Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel of the investigation, we
need to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression. .

We can take this up tomorrow moriing at depuities.

e i e =Y s awmasn 8 Yme, AT AT et

S S — B b 5 sy b

From Vietor, Tommy
Sent' Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM.
e | _<T A 943 |

} 'Shawn. Ti hawn.Tumeif <= 4 OPR
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; s =
Hsullivand)( |

["AdamsDY [<AdamsDy | FBIL fes= |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to:assume we can hold on-this until tomorrow?

—-Origindl Message--—
From:| F &L %m%

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time

To cCh Of A _|'nulandvji Vietor, Tommy; 'Shawn. Tumer( i ofPA
Rhodes, BenjaminT.;| AJSE Veess, ot} Trees, Phde Vi |
‘SullivanJ]] AﬂamsDS[ TR Qess |

Cei CTh o

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Tilking Points for Review
Just a question- but separate from'the FBI concemns, has DOJ; provided-input? They. will have to.deal with the the

prosecufion and related legal matters surrounding the fediéral investigation.

Ay,
k/\



a» of

From: '
Sent: Friday, mbar"IJi 2012 9:36 PM:

Yo: Rhodes, Benjar etor. Tommyy| ¢ BT Vte.s‘-":'- INulandV.J
She . Nss Pees3 03 Pz ]
5 = SU.HNBMJ J'AdamliD'S | S
e — — <
Ce: ocf . AT
Subject: " RE: Revised HPSCI Taking P_oir]ts for Review.

Thanks, Ben. Loopingin| ¢ = # FO

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [rmailo: Bemamin_,] Rtmdrsi[:,

- Sent: Friday, SEPETIELH._ZHZ :
To: Vietor, Tommy; | FB& 1 'Pce-ss [ 22X 0Pk ['Nutan: mnW

N&S Pess, WH Yees ST P Suillivan
Lt TRl Press '

OCH
Subject: Re Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Al -

Sorry to be fate to this discussion. We-need to resolve this in a way that respects all of the.relevant equities, particularly
the mvesugatlon :

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not

particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessmentsthat don't compromise intel or the investigation, we
.eed to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant’policy and messaging ramifications that would

flow from a hardened mis-impression. .

We can take this up tomorrow morning at depuﬁgs;

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the-DOJ equities and States desire to rin some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this nntil tomorrow?

~——LOriginal Message—-— )

From:[ YT Ywest ]
‘ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM Fastern Standard Time
To:l Cr) O(f |'nulandvj Vietor, Tommy; ‘Shawn.Tummed (4 O¢f}

1

56




(=775 | PP e

From:
Sent:
“o:

Subject:

oPA
Thani.i[gvﬂ_ryi FB! says AQ (not AQIM) was:involved:and they are pursuing that theory.
So we are not ahead of law enforcementiow: |

So are cleared to send to.congress?

TR S A e e

mber 14,2012 09 14PM -
Toi (XA och

Cclerhdloc
Subject: PW: Revised HPSCI taking poirits

Here’s where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted-coordination comments.

The State Department had major reservations with-much or most of the document. We revised the document wuth their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

cxHoPA
Sent: Friday, Sentember 14, 2012 8:59 PM

g:l:bject: ﬁ%g:cpgmso Pﬂ_ /D CA ’

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking points-with your comméht_s_ and concerns in mind.
The FB! did not have major concerns with the points and-offered only g'-eo_upl‘e of minor:suggestions.

Here’s the fatest version of the points. Please.let us know your thoughts ASAP. -

Thanks,

ceh otk

HPSCI' White Paper Talking Points for Use:with the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in. Benghazi were spontaneously '

inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
1

§7



CEh obh . _
From: ]W BI Precs S ]

Sent: r 14, 2012 9:44 PM .
“o: cCThH D b in_d. RhOdES '
5 m , MEE ress
MNo= Poess Cess, Sta
'Sulliv BT ﬁﬁ% =
[y (6] od i, Dean (NSD )
‘Ce: c A :
Subject: Re: F!evis.ed HPSCI Talking Points for Review'

ncluding DOJonthe e-mal{ V0D pnid Dean Boyd.

From{] €TA O -

To: Ben;g ﬂ_ﬂ?;?l | Bﬂlm*n 1 q_mqms{ Vi

<Thomas: F,_Vietol " | F2T Peaos Nula <Nul

Shawn. |<ShawnTumerl €t 4 DV A
N3 Pess WH ess, Stafe PH

[Stte PA . kSullivan]] [ AdamsDS AdamsD5{ }

| £ Peecs cT# *O o I k

Sent: Fri Sep'14 21:36:15 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking. Poirits for Review

Thanks, Ben. "Looping il -+ A [FO

rom: Rhods Benjamin J, {mailtu.Berﬂamin 3, Rhudei::]

Sent: Friday, Se r
Ta:.Vietor, T mij\'iI %n:.s.s [ EA oPk Nuandva -Shawn 1713
%‘é_m_ﬁﬁ%: H‘?}’n_s'g state PA ulliva
A ¥ BT Vees ‘
ceil Co Sk T '

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve thiis i in a way that respects -all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation.

There is a ton of wrong information getting out:into the piiblic domain from. Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the: investigation, we
need to have the: capability to correct the:record; asthere are: significant: ‘polncy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow r_noming- at depiities.

From: Vietor, Tomniy

Sent: 14, 2oi2 09:26 PM " A
s = | CTH OFH N
‘nufandv] <l = ['ShewnTumel  fshawnTumed (T ] O i

!

A
g



C,‘IQ'. oPf-

From: @,ﬁr o%h |

gmt: eptember 14, 2012 9:52 PM.
o: 2

je: =5 J20

Sub}acl Draf Note for Directar on HPSCI TPs

och. '
|} Here's a draft note to the DIRECTOR .

Sir — We've tried to work the draft talking points for HPSC! through the coordination process bist have run into major
problems. Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White
House dleared quickly, but State has major concems. The Bureau cleared with-a few comments but asked that Justice,
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought in. It is-évident that will not happen tomght, and Ben Rhodes

has asked that this Issue be reviewed tomorrow meming at the Deputies’ meetmg

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of the NYT contacted us to let us know that he had spoken with Rep. Ruppersberger who had
given him a readout of your session.



CTH off

From: r‘-IA' QPk ‘ .

Sent: :

Yo 25 CJ‘-A-OCA- /0 PA |

<€ (=¥

Subject: _ RE: Revised' HPS(_:I takipg po_mts

Nope

= ...._.= e - i —

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:43 PM
Ta cx Aol och

O
Subject: Re: HPSCI taking points
cThp i ) )
Thanks  Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are purstiing that theory.

So we are not ahead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

Fridav. September 14, 2012 09:14 PM
E@l-

‘ubject‘FW Revised HPSCI taking poirits

Here’s where we stand as-of this hour.
'Everyoné has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had majorfeéemaﬁons*wiﬂ) much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concems in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

-OPA

B 5 -——— -

_ Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking: points with your comments:and €oncerns in miind.
The FBI.did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a-couple of minor suggestions.

‘ere’s the latest version of the points, Please et us know your thoughts ASAP.

L0



cEl ovk

From: | CTA OFA- |

§ent: : Fridav, September 14; 2012 10:22 PM.
o - -

oc: «ThFo |[FO ;

- Subject: - FW: Revised HPSCI taking points

- attached below:.is the latest version of the HPSC! ta1kers Fwill sérid you another email chain wuth Ben.Rhodes’
comment. Cheers[ CT i OPA

From_cxh OPA |

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:53 PM
To:[OCA A oﬂ/ o k|

Ce: |[cxh ocda
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI taking points

Nope

, 20129:43 PM

'rn- m:

St
bje W HPSCI taking points

Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory.

30 we are not ahead of law enforcement now.

So are deared to send to congress?

?
entember 14, 2012 09:14 PM-

Subject FW: Revised HPSCT taking points
Here’s where we stand as of this-hour.
Everyone has submitted ooordmation oomments

The State Department had major reservations with much.or most of the document. We revnsed the document with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

[czh oA
Fom{<Tholf

s s a ——

Sent: Friday 14, 2012 8:59 PM'
To: i

« cth obik/ock
Su [ taking points

ol



_ Toria:

We furth.er discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comm,enfs and concerns in mind.

vhe £BI did not have major concerns with the points and offered onlya mup!e of minor suggestions.
Here’s the latest version of the polnts ‘Please let us know yourthoughis ASAP : ‘

Thanks,

ctih oth

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September.2012

* The currently available infornmation suggests that the demonistrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10.September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calllng for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

» The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible forthe violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the

violent demonstrations.

.o The wide availability of weapons and expenenced ﬁghters in Libya almost certamly contributed to the
{ethality of the attacks.

¢ The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the us facﬂlties also contributing to the efficacy of the

attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authoritiés and intelligence partners.ifran effort to h

to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

cx i oPh
Chief, Media Relations
ClA Office of Public Affairs.



UNCLASSIFIED -
'HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
. 14 September 2012.

| | @
@g.' Themumﬂyavnilahlcmftmmhmmggmthntﬂndem : onsinBenghazi-wmé
2 spontanconsly inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
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to heip-bring to Justice those responsible for the deaths of




UNCLASSIFEIED

From CEA OTA | subject Fiv: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today
Tamm Analysis(8/15) — coord on TPs for HPSC
X ﬁmﬁ To [ CEA OGC)
f -Date: T121/2( i & ' -
This message-is digitally signed.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

[cTh oTH
i Analysis
Just to complete the loop.
' —M:JCIA oTA };n11/21/201201:45PM——
From: CE A OTA ] '
To: ;
= Tk U NE
Date: 1572012 09:49.AN
Subject: Re: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (9/15)'— coord on TPs for HPSCI

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

They are fine:with me. But, pretiy sure HPSCI won' like them. *-)

=k OTA
Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

o | _Classification: UNGEASSIFIED =====... 09/15/2012 09:47:46 AM
From: 2= o 3 ] = |
To: LA OT L A
o~ A B N
Date: %1 52012 09:47 AM ) ] .
Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (8/15) — coord 6 TPs for HPSCI

"Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Hi,
Please let us know if you have any commenis by 10:30.

Thanks!

UNCLASSIFIED

2



‘UNCLASSIFIED

Y i
V&
Executive Assistant to the DI Front Office ..

— Forwerdedbyl P T Jon 09/15/2012 09:46 AM — '\
From: BOCTA voO '
i NcsS, #0
Ncs ] XA FO
O Ncg
Date: 09/15/2012 09:45 AM
Subject: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (9/15) — coord on TPs for HPSCI

DDCIA requests right away intemal coordination on the enclosed unclass TPs for HPSCI. Please respond
ASAP.

(09470

UNCLASSIFIED..
UNCLASSIFIED:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media

14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a
direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently-its annex.

e This assessment may change as additional information is.collected and analyzed and as
currently available information contimes to be evaluated.

o The investigation is on;gb'm‘g; and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities
10, bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED



~ UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED - -

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

r

UNCLASSIFIED



" UNCLASSIFIED-

Date: 09/15/2012:17:09 AM To:: MICHAEIM

Please respond to "Mauhew
G. Oisen" . . 3 N

T - i g
(':*: Jg ) From: Matthew G. Olsen .  Subject: JAIN}FW: Unclassified Talking Points

Hislory: }hbrnmumgehasbeaﬂkﬁnmﬂam

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Michael ~- TPs sent to Ruppersberger from.-ODNI leg.

————— Original Message-----

[OLk |

Sent: Sat ay, September 15, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Nicholas J Rasmussen; Matthew G. Olgen
ce:[ NcTC. 1 SR R
Subject: Unclassified Talking Points'

8irs - Here is what we sent Heather Molino (Rippersberger)

It’s very early, less than 72 hours since the attack. So there is a lot we
don’t know.

As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don‘t have a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have. the FBI leading the :
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they ‘have .all too much experience in

these matters.

At this point, we are not aware of any actionable intelligence that this

attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence community is combing through

reporting from before and after the- attack to_determine the full extent of who
was involved. : :

Libya is awash in weapons.- unconventional weapons were stored in unsecured
locations across the country. Following the revolution, there are still many

UNCLASSIFIED

7



- UNCLASSTFIED

well-armed militia remaining.

Since the revolution, we have some ‘indicators ‘al-Qa‘ida and other groups are
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some 8eniox-al-Qa‘ida
members such as Abu Yahya al-Libi came from Libya.

We are very cautious about drawing any firm conclusions at this point with
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is
working aggressively to this end, and the FBI will continue its
investigatdion. ’ .

Unrest in the Middle Bast‘cre‘ates a permisgive environment for terrorists. In
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especially '-yigilan; in protecting our

pecple. '

-

Legislative Liaison
Office of the Director
of National Intelligence

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

From: Rhodes, BenjaminJ. Subject: [AIN] RE:.

Date: 09/15/2012 11:2AM To:  ‘michae Robort,Cardil
slarvp mu.omfﬁ
S sullival mark.giulian
Cer Aoa A7oPA ,
A Fo ct 4 FO

Pleasorespond to "Rhodes; :
Benjamin.J.” ’

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

This is good by me.

----- Origihal : ———ce j
— mmej%[mmmmqg
Sent: Saturday, .Sep r 15, 2012 11:08

To: Robert.Cardilld alanrg matt. ols@

sullivan ; mark.giuliang Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
jei lisa:monaco| I
cc: | cTAC /0P cxA¥O

Subject:

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HESCI. Let me
know what you think. -

—-The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontanecusly inspired by the protests:at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US-Consulate and
subséquently its annex. There are indications that.extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations. - e o . 2

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and.as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is om-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice thosé regponsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

<



UNCLASSIFIED

From: Matthew G Olsen Subject: [AIN] RE:

Date: 09/15/2012 11:15AM 7o Il;hodes Benjainin .\, MICHAEIM , Robert Cardillo, Alan
_ Ce Fﬁﬁr cChk /O0PK Rz:—r—] . :
’ ez Fo
Please respond to “Matthew
G.Ofsen”

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

p .

Michael -- This loocks good to me.

-Matt

P2 TR 22T 2RIy LA R A L L a L L e L)y

These are the points that ONDI leg sént to Ru‘pperfsberger yesterday afternoon
based on Lis request:. -

It's very early, less thamn 72 hours since the-attack. So there is a lot we
don't know,. .

As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don't have a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have the. FBI leading the
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have: all too much experience in
these matters. d ’

At this point. we are rot aware of any actionable intelligence that this
attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence. community 1s ccombing through
reporting from before and.after the attack to determine the full extent of who
was involved. T

Libya is awash in weapons - unconventional:weapons were stored in unsecured
locations across the country. Following the .revolution, there are still many
weéll-armed militia ‘remaining.. “ng

Since the revolution, we have-scme indicators al-Ra'ida and other groups are
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some senior al-Qa'ida
members such as Abu ‘Yahya al-Libi-came from Libya. .

We are very cautiocus.about: drawing any firm conclusions at this point with
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is=

UNCLASSIFIED

/O




UNCLASSIFIED

working aggressively to -tt;is end, and the fFBI. will continue its investigation.

Unrest in the Middle East, creates-a permigsive environment for terrorists. Im
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especilally wvigilant in protecting our

people. :
----- Original Message--~---

From: Rhodes, Bénjamin.J. [mailto:Benjamfn J. Rhodes] |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM- - '

To: MICHAEJIM: ert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen;
sullivanjj k.giulia.nd:_‘_-l jeingli
lisa.monac

ce:| ¢xh Ol /O ct Kk FO | -

Subject: RE:

This is good'by me.

To: Rober matt.oels

sullivan Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
jcijali ; I

Cc: P& o<it/o cx

Subject: A PA. . ; +¥0

Per the discussion at- Deputies, -here are thé revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. i

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests &t the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its.annex. There are indications-that extremists. participated in
the violent demonstrations. ’

:_This assessment .may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed -and as. currently availéble.;nfprp;tion.continues to- be evaluated.

--The investigation is.on-going; and the US Government is working with Libyan’
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

Ay From: Matthew G. Olsen  Subject: JAIN] RE:
, \2 Date: 09/45/2012 11:16 AM . "Rhodes, Benjamin L M , Robert Cardillo, Alan
\‘ G R Pino- mark.giulia .
2T A . jeing lisa.monaco| Mark Gluliano
Ce. .|¢cx o< ~o
cTh %O

Pleasempondto Manhew
G.Oben'

CLASé:IFICATiON: UNCLASSIFIED

Adding the correct email for ‘Giuliano.

----- Original Message-----

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. .[mailto: Benjamin J. _Rhodes| |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM

To: MICHAEJM; Robert Cardillo,- Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen;

sullivanj wark.giuliand Jieingl
ce: | ez h och /ol cxrh FO I
SubJect RE: T

This is good by me.

----- Original Message-----

From: michaej mailto: mzchaaa@

Sent: Saturday, Seﬁ).f_-emheLlS_. 2012 11:08

To: i alanrp | matt.olsen ]

.giuliand [ | Rhodes;, Benjamin J.;
< CTH ¥O

Per the discussion at Deput:l.es, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
Jnow what you think.

—-The currently available information suggests: that the demonstrat-ions in
Benghazi were spontanecusly inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against ‘the -US Consulate and
subsequently }ts annex. There are indications:that .extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations.-

--This assessment may change ‘as additional information is collected and
analyzed and aé currently available information - 'continues to be evaluated.

-UNéLASSIFIED'
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UNCLASSIFIED

--The investigation is.on-going; and the US Government is. working.with Libyan
authorities. to bring to justice ‘thoge regponsible. for the-deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

-
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‘UNCLASSIFIED
From: Rhedes, Benjamin-J. Subject: [AIN]RE.

‘9 Date: D9/15/2012 11:25 AM Tor. F.QarmLT_j
e S ' . [

‘Cee, -' crhePd .

""“"‘h

-Please respond to "Rhodas,
Benjamin J."

o Ty T Se—— ; L S T =

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

g e B e e o -

One edit for accuracy:

--The currently available.information suggests that the. demonstrations in
Benghazi were. spontanecusly inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the USs {cut: Consulate)}
diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications
that -extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assesgsment may change as addit:.onal information is collected and
analyzed and as currently avallable' information continues to be evaluated.

~--The investigation is on=going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those résponsible for -the deaths US citizens.

----- Original o s
From: michaej [ma11to michaejm:I

Sent: Saturday, 5, 2012 11:08 AM.
To: Robert alanrp| matt.ols
sullivani mark. q:.ulz.d.uo ‘Rhodes, Benjamin d.;

C-rﬂ-o?ﬂ' N oo T -~ Y

Per the discussion at .Deputles, here are the revised. TPs. for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. ’
--The 'currently available information suggests ~that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were sporntaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in

Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There a.re :.ndz.caticns that extremists partlc:Lpated in

the violent demonstrations

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and

UNCLASSIFIED:
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UNCLASSIFIED -

analyzed and.as. currently svailable information continues: to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going; and the US Government is-working with I.'ibyan-
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for-the deaths US citizens. *

UNCLASSIFIED -

-
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UNCLA-SSIFIED

*:’;“""gs From: Sullivan, JacobJ  Subject: [AIN] RE: )
CF Date: 09/152012 11:26 AM 15, Rhodes; Benjamin.J., michaejm; Robert.Cardilio, alanrp, -
© mattolsen, mark. giuliano, jeingh, lisa:monaco
ey . cc [czaoch ,o2a Fo | cxAFEo
.Please respond to "Sullivan, i

Jacob J°® e

This looka good. Two .small edits:.

1. We call it "the US mission® or the ™US.-diplomatic post" because it
is mot actually a.Consulate.
2. There is a missing "of" in the. third tic¢.

----- Original Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J.- [mailto:Benjamin_-J-._Rhoﬁeq l
er 15, 2012 11:12
; Robez;t.CardillO[b alan
1livan, Jacob J; mark.giulian
- lisa.mona; '
.|l CCA DCA : cIADPA ] Fo ]
cxchH FOo | ; L
Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

----- Original Message-----

From: michaej{ mailto:michaejm{ |

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM. _
To: Rnbert.dardilﬂ | alanx] matt.ols

sulliv mark.giulian ‘Rhodesd; Benjamin J.;
jeinald {sa.monacd n U

Ce:| CEM D, A DA | ro |
Cxh FO | '

ubject:

Per the discussion-at Deputies, here: dre:-the. révised TPs for HPSCI. Let
me know what you think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations
in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests.at the US
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct. assault against the US

UNCLASSIFIED

2




UNCLASSIFIED

Consgulate. ana anbsequentl;r ite annex. Thére are indications that
extremists participated in the v:.oil.enb demonstxaticns.

--This aseessment may change ag- addit;-onal information ié collected and
analyzed and as- l:u:r.'re.x:u:l](7 ‘availgble:. information oontinues to be

evaluated. -

--The investigation is on-—going and: the US Govérnment is working with.
Libyan authorities to-bring to- justice ‘those responsible for the deaths:

US citizens.

_UNCLASSTFIED

77



'UNCLASSIFIED

From: Monaco, Lisa (NSD) Subjecr [AIN]RE.
Date:..09/15/2012 11:46 AM To: .

. Ce

Please respond:to 'Monaco
hsa(NSD)'

= v E o e =

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

B e ——— D e —— e S e

__________ e m R m . . ——— e e e e =

Michael - DOJ and FBI are &6k with these.’. £hanks:
----- Original e
From: michaej ‘[mailto: mchaejrl:]

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 _ '
To: Robert.Cardilld } al matt.olse
sulli i mark.giulian Benjamin J.] es

jr-‘:rnl Lisa. (NSD)~
Ce:| (FPB och , CEA o7& . Fo CT# FO
Subject: ey [ _r: —h : —J

Per the discussion at Deputies, _here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you th:mk CaN :

--The currently available infoimation suggests ‘that.the demonstiations in
Benghazi were spontanecusly inspired by the protests-at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against -the-US Consulate and

subsequently its -annex. There are indicationms. that extremisfs participated in

the violent demonstratioms.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and.as currently avallable information.continues. to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and thé US Government is working with Libyan-
authorities to bring to justice those responsible-for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

79
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. UNCLASSIFIED

{' Ty From: -inglis,-dohn'C. -~ - Subject: JAINJRE: -
: - Date: 09/15/2012 11:58AM 5. " 'Sullivan, Jacob &', Rhodes, Benjamin.
' = .7 o . michae Robert:Cardilld

1' Ay , ) :
% i n - = . Cc: - ' A FD )
. y - . cT i
T Fo . ¥ingfis, JoRn ct,‘%m' ,
Pleassrespond to “Inglls,. - .. T -
JonC® s
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

NSA concurs with the coritent and cast of the bullets. Thanks-for the chance
to review., : e et
Chris Inglis :

----- ‘Original ° L :
From: michaej ‘tmailto:michaejm |
Sent: Saturday, Sep r 15, 2012 11:08 AM - - —

To: Robert.Cardill al | matt.oleer

sullivani mark.giulianc Rliodes, ‘Benjamin -J. ;
jeingl Iisa.monack : ) : :
Ce: | (@ OCA cThoph | Fo ]
[ cxh EO | =7 ege = g ¥+

Subject: :

Per the discussion at.Deputies; hexe aré: thie revised TPs for HPSCI. Let
me know what you think. - ' N s e

--The currently available _"d;n-t-brméﬁion Jsﬁégesté. th;a:t';ithet.dejnqnstrations
in Benghazi were spontaneously ifispired by the protests at the US
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault -against- the US
Consulate and subsequently its -annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent :demonstrations.

--This assessment may" changeasaddi’tiona]: information is collected and
analyzed and as.currently- available 4dnformation continues to Dbe
evaluated. om o Rl i

--The imvestigation.is .on-going; and ‘tﬁq‘. jﬁs"'-dee;f_ﬁm'e_'xitz is- working with
Libyan authorities to-bring to justice those “respongible: for the deatlis.
US citizens. ’ DI R RCR e .

 UNCLASSIFIED:
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From: il

Eem: . aturday, Se mbef15 2012 12:03 PM
o:

Ser - ' Ju:ﬂ o?ﬁ Fo |Cr'°f FOJ
Subject:

Michael,

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I.am standing by to forward the latest
version to the committees.

liﬂill

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; '

i ~}; "mark.giulian k. giul

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs-for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demoristrations in Benghazi were

-pontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy "in.Cairo and evolved. into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the v101ent demonstrations. . :

~--This assessment may . change as add1tional 1nfommation is.collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

50



-Ic.
Subject:

Befaore golng to the committees, may I please ask you to send these to the. Director? He needs
to know in advance what is going to the Hill in his name, even if it going with the force of
full interagency coordination. 3

Cheers, Fo

Cheers, |<¥f FO

----- Original Message ----- :
From: | (xa oq'fl
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12 02 PM

" To: MICHAEIM

Cc:| A orh [ Fo | &zA E° |
Subject: Re:

Michael,
Looks like just about everyone has. concurred. I am standing by ‘to forward the latest

version to the committees.

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM

Sent: Saturday, September ‘15, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G.. Olsen; sulllvan'
<sullivanij ‘mark. giuliand | <mark.
‘Benjamin_J. Rhode ._Rh
<jc i

CC; O:L’fr ok j xhoeh

Per the dlscussmn at DeputJ.es, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI, Let me know what you
think. " :

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the v1olent demonstrations. e .

--This assessment may change as additional information is.collected and analyzed and as
currently ava11ab1e information continues to be evaluated.

~The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
~ing to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

1

3?,}'



xR oPh

From: lceA orf |

Sent: ot wdone Santember 15, 2012 12:14 PM

“o! ICHAEJM

] FO CA FO

o __Fo | _ . _

Here's where_ue are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and: Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by .the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplematic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and. analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is .on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citlzens.

-----Opriginal Message-----

From:
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM

To: MICHAEIM

“c: (TAOPA, FO , (T A FO _'|
.ubject: Re:
Michael,

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward the latest
version to the committees. ; ]

Vir
[Ocﬁ l

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; *

<sullivan s ‘mark.giulian <mar ! :
‘Benjami <Benjamin J. Rhode:s -'jcingli[:::::::].
<jcinglﬂ i *lisa.monac| _ I <lisa.monac _

Cc: [(Fhoch) CTaoRh, O, (T4 FO |

Subject:

Per the discussion at Deput:es, here are ‘the rev1sed TPs for HPSCI. .let me know what you
think.

--The currently available .information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US- Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
ssault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that .
-xtremists participated in the violent demonstrations.




--This assessment | may change as additional in-Fomation is collected and analyzed and as
currently available 1nformation continues to be -evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, - and thef us Govemment is- working -with. Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsihle for the deaths US citizens,



UNCLASSIFIED

From: RobeitCardilo  Subject: JAIN}Re:

Date: 09/15/2012 1224 PM- 1o:  MICHAEJM; Alan R Pino.

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED . ;

-------------------- o i o e e o e oy s

R —————————————— R e

I am, Michael.

. Z==-- Original Message -----

From: MICHABJM o=
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:20. PM
To: Robert Cardillo; -Alan.R Pino.

Subject: Fw:

Robert, Alan--Everyone else has coordinated and HPSCI is waiting not so
patiently. Are -you guys good? Michael ’

..... - S —

From:| ¢TI OP#&

Sent: Sa , September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To: [ CZA ICHAEJM ;

ce: [FfFo ][ ccA Fo
Subject: RE:

Here's where we are ‘with the tweaks after tweaks from-Ben and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demcnstrations in-
penghazi were spontaneously inspired by the ‘protests at the. US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against -the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists

participated in the violent demonstraticns.

--Thig assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, .and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice thosé responsible for the deaths of US
citizens. . 5

UNCLASSIFIED

gy
U




UNCLASSIFIED

Sent: Saturday, Septémber 15, 2012 12:03 ..P,M
To: MICHAEJM :

ce: [cch 0?h , CEA FO_ _CEAFO |

Subject: Re: ' - Fi— > : : . !

Michael, ) ) . :
Looks .1ike just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the latest version to the committees.-

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM i
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; "sul-limgj:l

<gullivanij : 'mark. iulia.no[ <mark.giulian
'Benjamin J. <Benjamin J._Rh
*jeingl '1isa.monac

<li
Cc:
Gos| c=A oca, ¢cFADPA, CTA Fo |

Per the discussion at Deputies, hére .are the .revised TPes for HRSCI. Let me
know what you think. ] ol

--The currently available information 'suggests that the démonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously ingpired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subseguently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations. : o i

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently availdble information continues to be evaluated.

US Goverpment is working with Libyan

--The inveatigation is oxi-geing, and the _
sponsible. for the deaths US citizens.

authorities to bring to justice those re

UNCLASSIFIED

3
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UNCLASSIFIED

e e yoree
Date: 09/15/201212:32PM 1o, ' MICHAEWM,| C:A O P A cxA

Cec CL& Fo

CLASSIFICATION: DNCLASSIFIED.

- - = = e i e

This is to confirm :"L'n writing: T just spoke with .Alan on the phone.
said he concurred with the TPs.

----- Original Message-----

From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:19 FM

To: |[CEroPR, CFADCA | -
Ce: [cTr EO |

Subject: Re:

Thanka. I will bug Robeit and Alan. .

Senl‘- ar_urday, September 15, 2012. 12 13 FM
To: ROG-C HA

Here's where we are with the tweaks after:tweaks from Ben and Jake:

Allen

--The currently available information suggests that the demcnstratioms in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by .the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct ‘assault against the U5 diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its .annex. fheére.are-indications that extremists

participated in the violent -demonstrations.

--This aassessment -may:-changé -as .addit,ighal information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and. tle'US:Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to- justice those respons1b1e for the deaths of US

citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

A




UNCLASSIFIED

----- Oxriginal Message-s--- :
From:|CLA OCA] - .
Sent: Saturday, September.15, 2012 12:03 PM.
To: MICHAEJM :

Cc: [c-a 0P, CTA FO | -
Subject: Re: : .

Michael, ‘ . =
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the latest version to the .committees.

Eenole

----- Original Message ----- g
From: MICHAEIM . oo
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM.

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; 'sullivanj:
<sullivanjj ; 'mark.giulian ' <mark.giulian

'Benjamin J. Rhodeg | <Benj —U._Rhodes]
*jcingl <jeingli 'lisa.monacd
<1li "

ce: ]c;:ﬁ DCA , CTAOPA [cxAFo| CEFAFO
Subject: ’ . -

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised iPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. ' :

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its.annex. There are indications that extremists participated in

the violent demonstrations. .

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be’ evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

'UNCLASSIFIED

£7




JUNCLASSIFIED

Date: 09/15/2012 1243 PM 1, MICHAEJM

SR | , |
& ) = Sutect. AN e
TN

CLASSTIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Copy...on it.

-=---- Original Message -----

From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturdav Sentemher 15 2012 12:37 PM
To: | CT°A oPA , CTAOCH Il
Ce:|lczar O | CcEAFO
Subject: Re:

everyone has coordj.nated. -ha.s captured the changes below. Please
run the points by the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the

Director earlier about State's deep concerns about mentioning the warnings and
the other work done om this, but you will want to reemphdasize in your note to

DCIA. Thanks. Michael

c.:r:ﬁ oefh

; September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
'I'u L-FADC-H'
Ce: | LA FO | A—po] .

Subj ect RE:_

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben.and Jake:

--The currently available informition suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazl were. spontaneouely inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists
participated in the violent demonstrations. -

--This assessment may change as additional. information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information -continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Governmént is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US

UNCLASSIFIED

¢




UNCLASSIFIED

citizens.

----- Original Message-----
Fr°m=ESHT.EI!ﬂ T x = = om = w

Sent: Baturday, September 15, 2012 12 03 PM

To:
Ce: Wﬁ [cxA Fo | CEA Fol
Subject: Re: i 7

Michael, ]
Looks like just about ‘everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the latest verslon to the .committees.

Vfr . J
----- Original 'Message- -----

From: MICHAEJM .
Sent: Saturday, September-.15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert an R Pino; Mat gen; 'sullivanj
<sullivanj{j:ijiii;::li_imakagirlian <A

'"Benjamin J. Rhode <Benjamin J._|

'jeinglil ] <jeinglif | "1isa.monac

" I ——

<lisa.monac
Cc: [ oPfA , CXAFO, CcTAFO

Subject:

-

Per the dxscussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. s s

--The currently available information suggests that. the-demonstrdtions in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in

Cairo and evolved into a direct assault, against the {US Consulate and
subseguently.its annex. There are indications that extremlsta participated in

the violent. demonstrations. -

--This assessment wmay change as add;tzonal information is collected and
apalyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

~--The investigation is on-going, and the us Government ‘is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for -the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

g7



Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Suliivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:44 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional jnformation is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.



(Th OCA
From: LA oo

Sent: SE r15, 2012 12:51 PM

“o: DAVIDHP74 | :

Ce: MICHAEJMI;JQPA-FD DYcxAfces Fllcexa oA och
Subject: . Hill Talking PoIES _ - ! i4 e vh lcza l
Sir,

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. As mentioned last night, State had
voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said,
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this.coming week and these are a good

starting point. _ . ,
With your concurrence we will get them. to our oversight committees and to leadership.

e Jocr

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. :

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available-information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
Sring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

al



Uy SuUN

From: UsunN

Sent: Saturday. September 15, 20122:21 PM
To: JS VN
Subject: ) Re: SBU/CLOSEHOLD DBOO SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence

Please do—I have not reached out.

Best,
VSN

From: uc,.m\\,

Sent: Saturday, September 15. 2012 02:15 PM

To: SUN

SubJec:t Re: SBU/CLOSEHOLD 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/\/ioience

I'm going to email Jake on the libya points references below unless either of you are linked in to this effort. Pls let

* e know.

From: US (PN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 01 23 PM

To: Rice, Susan E (USUN); LUSUN "» DiCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN); W SUN
e OsuilN

:ubject SBU/CLOSEHOLD: 0BO0 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence



Libya:



HPSCl request: Late this week, CIA Director Petraeus gave the HPSCI a “hots spots” briefing and was asked for
unclassified talking points that its members could use about incident in Benghazi. {Apparently NCTC Director
Matt Olson received a similar committee from a congressional committee.) The first draft apparently seemed
unsuitable (based on conversations on the SVTS and afterwards) because they seemed to"encourage the reader
to infer incorrectly that the CIA had warned about a specific attack on our embassy. On the SVTS, Morell noted
that these points were not good and he had taken a heavy editing hand to them. He noted that he would be
happy to work with Jake Sulfivan and Rhodes to develop appropriate talking points. McDonough, on Rhodes’s
behaif, deferred to Sullivan. It was agreed that Jake would work closely with the intelligence commiunity (within
a smalf group) to finalize points on Saturday that could be shared with HPSCL. 1 spoke to Jake immediately after
the SVTS and noted that you were doing the Sunday morning shows and would need to be aware of the final
posture that these points took. He committed to ensure that we were updated in advance of the Sunday
shows. 1 specifically mentioned U3UN as the one coordinating your preparations for the shows and also
strongly encouraged him to loop in USUH during the process.

e

e ey
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Cxh och

From: DAVIDHP74

Sent: ber 15, 2012 2:27 PM

Té: och H ; [ :

Ce: MICHAEIMM;| CCA Fo | PoceEn/eD - cx=#k —och
Subject: RE: Hill Talking Points_ / %: Fo larﬁ_ OP Gl |

No mention of the cable to Cairo, either? Frankly, I'd just .as soon not use this, then...
NSS's call, to be sure; however, this is certainly not what Vice Chairman RUppersberger was

hoping to get for unclas use. Regardless, thx for the great work -

Tatiied cizi?ifiﬁfssage———_— N
From: |Cc# OcA !

Sent: Saturday, -September 15, 2012 12:51 PM
To: DAVIDHP74 ]
Fo lcxzhA oPA || cEA och |

Cc: MICHAEIM; [Cx=pr-Fol[Oper [cos
Subject: Hill Talking Points. =

Sir,
Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC
this morning and were then shot. out for final approval. _As mentioned last night, State had
voiced strong concerns with the original text dile‘to the criminal investigation. That said,
I understand KSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good

starting point. . .
With your concurrence we will get them.to our qversiéht committees and to leadership.

_v/ir

--The currently avallable information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontanecusly inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are -
indications ‘that extremists participated in the violent.demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US. citizens. ,




Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Sullivan, Jacob J

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
To: UsuN

Ce: VSUN

Subject: Re: Libya - Unclass IC pts

Coming your way.

----- Original Message -----

From: VUSUN

sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 92:33 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J

Cc: USUN

Subject: Libya - Unclass IC pts

Jjake - understand from VSUN that you're working a set of unclass IC pts on libya for the
Hill. If these are going to be finalized by sunday am (or COB today), can we get a copy for
Susan to ensure we're on the same msg? Happy to have wJsun work with whomever on the
State team is handling this, unless it's you - in which case happy to get them directly.
Whatever is easiest.

Many thx.

USUN

9L



Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Sullivan, Jacob J

it Saturdav. September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
1ol USVN
Subject: Fw:

Check out the below. You and USuN should confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.

----- Original Message -----
From: Sullivan, Jacob 1]
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM

To: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' ¢Benjamin J. Rhodes@ v+ 'michaejm@ !
<michaejm@ »; Robert.Cardillofk <Robert.Cardillo »>; alanrp@ _
<alanrp@ »; matt.olsen@ ¢matt.olsen >; mark.giuliano@
<mark.giuliano@ v Jcingli@ <jecingli@ »; lisa.monacof -
<lisa.monaco@@ >
Cc: A ol LA 0P 4 T

FO ' CHA F O B

Subject: RE:
This looks good. Two small edits:

1. We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post” because it is not actually a
Consulate.
2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic.

----0Originzl Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes@
sent: Saturdav, September 15, 2612 11:12 AM

To: 'michaejmg '; Robert.Cardillof ; alanrp@ : matt.olsen@ :
sullivan, Jzcob J; mark.giulianof = ; qcinglif 1 lisa.monacof

UA ofa Cuk oea T - o uh FO
Subject: RE:

This is gooc by me.

----- Origingl Message-----

From: michaejm@ [mailto:michaejmf ]

Sent: Saturcay, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert.Cardillof ; alanrp@ ; matt.olsen ; sullivanii@ 3
mark.giulianof” ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; jcingli@ ; lisa.monaco@

Cc: __ Gk OCA ,;,(,;(-@_Fu FO 3 Ox fo

Subject:

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
axtremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

- -This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

1
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--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to

‘bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

7%



CTRoCh

From:
Sent:
Yo:

Cc:
Subject:

The email has been sent to the Hill.

Coca ]

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM )
To: C:Eﬂ'opﬁ' i oA

ce:!| po | ¢FA Fo
Subject: Re: '

OCh ’ever‘yane has coordinated. has captured the changes below. Please run the points
y the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the Director earlier about State‘s deep

concerns about mentioning the warnings and the other work done on this, but you will want to
reemphasize in your note to DCIA. Thanks. Michael

Sent: {, September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To:| cohroch |MICHAEIM :
“«:[ PO cch FaJ : SR
subject: RE: '

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Bén and Jake:

©

~-The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and. subsequently: its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional 1nformation is collected- and analyzed and as
currently available information contlnues to be evaluated.

--The dinvestigation is on-going, and the US Government 1s ‘working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice.those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. ’

----- Opleinal Message----- k= smn
From: -
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM

To: MICHAEIM

CC-} cr& ota, Fo, ¢xA Fo
Subje e:

Aichael,



USUN

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. (Benjamin_J._Rhodes@ ]
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 7:12 PM
Jo: USUN  NSC Deputy Press Secretary
Subject: Re:
Yup
From: JSUN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 05:59 PM
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy
Subject: FW:

Is this the final language you want to usé on Benghazi? ‘Have short window to get her something on paper soon.

--—— Original Message -—--
From: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 02:43 PM

To: USUN

Subject: Fw:
Check out the below. You and Vswshould confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.
----- Original Message ~--—

“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J
ent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM

Jo: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' <Benjamin J. Rhodes@ >; '‘michaejm@ <michaeim@ >
Robert.Cardillo@ <Robert.Cardillo@ >; alanrp(@ <alanrp@ >; matt.olsen@
<mnatt.olsen(@ > mark.giuliano@ + <mark.giuliano@. > jcingli <jcingli@ >;
lisa.monaca@ <]isa.monaco@ >
Ce:. Ca oA CiAk OFK - P FO

E LA Fo
Subject: RE:

This Jooks good. Two small edits:

_ We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a Consulate.
There is t

e R
issing ™ol inithethirdjtic.

ICIT 1

—r:nﬂ

am

----- Original Message-—-

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. {mailto:Benjamin_J. Rhodes(@
Sent; Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM

To: 'michaejm@h : Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanm(@. : matt.olsen( Sullivan, Jacob J;
mark.giuliane@: 5 jcingli@ ; lisa monaco@ '

Ce: _ K OCA Lk TN D AL F o

Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

-----Original Message——-
‘om: michaejm@ ' [mailto:michaeim@
ant: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM )
To: Robert.Cardillo@ : alanrp@ matt.olsen@ ; sullivanii@ ; mark giuliano@ : Rhodes,

=2



